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expected substantial financial assistance from Mission Funds,
partly because it was easy to get Government jobs with the
backing of the Missions, and partly because the Missionaries
often helped them in their fight against the Zamindars. It may
be mentioned that, because of his influence with the officials,
the European Missionary is at times able to save these people
from the oppression of the Zamindars. About conversion from
secular motives, the Census Superintendent of Madras has some
interesting remarks to offer. He observes: "The hope of a
decent life on earth is not any more or any less a bribe than the
hope of a blissful eternity hereafter." l To a student of Sociology,
religion is an agency for the adaptation of the individual to his
environment. If, therefore, change of religion results in better
social adjustment, it is not to be deprecated.

Some converts have undoubtedly been able to improve
their lot as a result of the assistance of Christian and other
missions. But the process by which this result has been achieved
is similar to that followed by those who have not changed their
faith, viz. education, Government job, economic and social im-
provement. In some cases, conversion has resulted in maladjust-
ment to the environment. Along with the teachings of the Church
the missionaries have introduced new wants, new standards and
new ambitions. This has often seriously upset the traditional
pattern of life. New wants have come in but new opportunities
to satisfy them have not always been available. The standard
of comfort has increased more rapidly than income. To keep
up appearances/ some of them cut down expenditure on food
with devastating consequences for health. It should be men-
tioned that many of the Christian Missionaries have become
conscious of these defects and are trying to remove them. Though
in some cases there has been an improvement in the condition
of the converts, in the case of the majority of them there has
been practically no change. They retain their caste conscious-
ness and continue to suffer from the civic disabilities from
which they were suffering before conversion. Change of reli-
gion, indeed, offers no escape from these disabilities even if the
new religion lays great emphasis on social equality. Social
""equality cannot exist in the face of glaring economic inequality.
1 Madras Census Report 1911, Pt. I, Chapter IV.